
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON I) C ~'0554

IN REPI_Y REFE:t TO

Douglas J. Minster
Digital Satellite Broadcasting Corp
1667 K 51. N. W
Suite 801
Washington. DC 20006

Dear Mr. Minster

For your infonnation, enclosed are copies of recent correspondence between
Members of Congress and the Commission relating to satellite digital audio radio
service pioneer' s preference application~

Sincerely.

Rlchard M Smith
(:hief
()ffice of Engineering and Technology

Enclosures

cc GEN Docket No 90-357 and IE Docket Nc 95·9]
PP-24. PP-86 PP-87
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1919 M Street, NW
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Deat Mr. Cbalrman:

w~ an wriEiDI ro)'Oll rcaan1iaI rcpons lhat 1hI CommIIItoD it comiderinl tbe ara.m of
an award of "Pioneer PrefcrcDcc" 10 aD app1i&.:lDL fur a 11ct:DIe TO provide Dilital Audtn ll1dio
Servia. (OARS). As)'ou UDdoubtodl1 IfC awlrC. Lht III.I1liDI or theIe awards ·has been the
IUbjecc of .ignifiWlt debate ill tba Conan" aDd bctoR the C(J~ Committee, which, in
fact. led 10 pus.,. of le.illatloa in l~ to place some l'Cquiremc:D~ lID! rcstr1ctioDs on
"JIioDeer Prefereace" awudl. Without PNjudioiallbc eomDntion of aD)' parth:u1ar appliQm.
hut hefore you proceecl with till cODiideration of.rtl!IIiDa sa an award, we wanted to shacc
with you nut V1ews 011 this matter aDd. Mek rullUrIDC8 from you that aD)' consideration of an
award comporu with both the letr.er IlDd tU spirit of the law,

In 1993. Conareu CDICtId Jqilliation to require CODJPItitive biddiDa aDd. to QIlUil
~y the: \&II uC lutU:ricllD4 compmdve helrinp for tbe IfUlliDI of ee!Wn licamu. The
impcma far cbIIlcaiaIatiuD was tile recoJD1tion tIW, While Inttma proved all expedient m.thod
of distributiDa lic:ClllCI, a upi&lDt. prtvare after-market had developed ill which Jou.ery
wiucn were ctVoym, aubl1&n1hll wUUIt cnriclDDem at tbe expense nf tbe U.S. TiellUI)'.
Similarly, COqrcl' prefcaed a muk.cL IJJId1miJIU to dJc CommISsion maletn, • IUbjecdve
Juda;meat IIZ10DI c:ompctiDa appUeatiam. Co.narclll:Olu,;1udDd tbat compet1dve biddiDI waukl
obvicNa1y nc:oup 1M iDl:riDaic value of the.. Ji~ (or the Treasury aIX1 would cn:atC Jte&ter
efficiency in the auipmat of spect:Um Ucc:nMI by CIIIUI'iD& that the li'C:UCli wm awardlcl
oplDly in a free marbt to v.ohoever valued the &CDIC mOlt. The Commission'l SUC4,;CU b1
implementin, spectrum auctions bu cllarly vindicatlCl this viewpoint.

SubseQuemJy. in 1994. the CommiuioD te1ected three appllcanu for broadband pcraoDll
colW~LiuDI servk:.c:I (PC$) Ucaa to he granted -Piorleer Prafere:Dee" .wards. Alia. from
• JeDlZ'ic: concern of bow the new pa11cy of competitivi bidding could 'be harmonized with tt.
Commiaaion's po&y of "Pioneer Prc(l:rm.:c=.... Canrrw was specifically concerMd tbat tba
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review proeest for tbt anm of ... awards DOt be arbitnty or subjccUve. AI a c;onscqucor.:c.
IeJtslauon wu eDICIId in 1554 TO INU.I8 mat Ill)' future MPicmNr PrefcreDCC" awuda would IX)l

IUtrer frnm the. iIlftnDldet. Specifica11y. the law ~C14 • ,.... :-view procell with a pm:l
comprIIed of.~ in !be l'Idio scieDceJ drawn !ram IIDODI pmoJiS who ItI DOt employ...
at dJc Cammt.".. to enmre !hat the AWUd is juJtifled UJd doe. DOt IftUlt in~ emicllmeDt
of Lhc iIlDtCc.

TIle 1aw also makes eJeu tbat tbe ouutde peer review Mquirement do•• DOt apply to
app]uUom dill IIl1vc 't.D ac:ccprId tor ft1tDI before SIprImber t. 1994. !t is our UlldmtaDdiDa
thatthia exception Ipplla in dI: iDI&Im we. NotW1rhstaD4lq the precise lepl requiremem.
in the iDIIIDt c:uc. we wculd bDpc tbIt you ccU1~. liveD me hlSlOJ)' of CcqreIsirmal
c:ozam IIDd~mIbis arM, .the pat I&:DIitlvltY that hal uver dille laacbed to this J)IOIfIIIl.
In tbia reprd. Jaow dcts the Commi.jnn l'CCOIIdle I "Picacr Pretercm:c" KWW proarun with
a licellM award Iy'" buecl on a. fne m.arIcct? Do)'eN belinc it iI appropdl1C LtJ gnmt ..
"PiorIIw PreflftDCe- award for DAAS? If 10. what prooal baa the Commission employed in
coDllderiDI applicllicma for IUCh aD .,.,ucI? FinAlly. bow dOCI Ibis procca. compare with
whatever proceu the Commiuion employed in IrutiDI PCS -PiO!1CCl' Prcfcrcncc" awards?

Tbank you for ynor immediate attention to tbae c:oDC:mII IDd rupoDIel to tbae
QUOIUons. Let us add in cloliq that it is unequivocally DOt our imet to 110w down the
Commission'lIpr~ in brtDIbW DARS lIChmIoJY to the AmeriCan public U IOOD u poWble.
Therefore, WI would appm;iIte your response to this Iettl!' no larer thin MAy 22. 1996.

S~n:ly
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The Honorable Thomas J Bliley, Jr.
Chairman
Committee on Commerce
U.S. House of Representatives
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D,C 20515-6115

Dear Mr. Chairman

Thank you for your letter of May 15, 1996 expressing your concerns about the
possibility of a pioneer's preference award In the satellite digital audio radio service (satellite
OARS).

I agree that any such award should comport with both the letter and the spirit of the
law. Inasmuch as your questions address adjudicatory pioneer's preference proceedings
currently pending before the Commission, it would not be appropriate for me or the
Commission staff to comment on the merits or outcome until the full Commission has made a
final decision based on the record before it. I have asked Richard Smith, Chief of the Office
of Engineering and Technology, the Office responsible for administering the Commission's
pioneer's preference program. to respond to your mquiry without addressing the merits )r
the outcome of the proceedings His letter lS anached

Again, thank you for conveying your VIew" on this subject

Sincerelv yours

Reed E Hundt
Chairman

ENCLOSURE
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The Honorable Thomas J Bliley. Jr
Chairman
Committee on Commerce
U.S. House of Representatives
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington. D, C, 205 1. 5-6115

Dear Mr. Chairman

Thank you for your letter of May 15" 1996 to Chairman Hundt expressing your
concerns about the possibility of a pioneer's preference award in the satellite digital audio
radio service (satellite OARS). Chairman Hundt has asked me to respond to your questions.
You ask four questions regarding the consistency of the pioneer's preference program with
use of competitive bidding procedures, the appropriateness of a satellite DARS pioneer\
preference award, the process followed by the Commission in considering applications tor a
satellite DARS pioneer's preference award, and how that process compares to that used to
consider pioneer's preference requests for pes Each 'ipecific question is addressed below

1. How does the Commission reconcile a "Pioneer Preference" award program
with a license award system based on a free market {competitive bidding}?

The Commission has reconciled its pioneer s preference program with the use of
competitive bidding by charging for such licenses and implementing other mechanisms to
avoid "unjust enrichment" Thus, even in situatIons m which competitive bidding is
employed to assign licenses, award of a pioneer's preference may be appropriate where a
pioneer meets the established criteria for demonstrating that it has made significant
contributions to the development of a new telecommunications service or technology,

The process by which we reconciled our pIOneer s preference program with
competitive bidding took place following the August 1993 enactment of legislation which first
authorized the CommisslOn to assign licenses via competitive bidding. The Commission
promptly commenced a rulemaking proceeding to examine whether the pioneer's preference
rules should be repealed to take into account this ne\\., market-based, approach to assigning
licenses. The CommiSSion stated that the pioneer preference program had been established
at an earlier time. when the Commission was limited to awarding licenses by random
selection and comparative hearings The establishmem (If competitive bidding authority
created a new dynamlc for IJcense assignmems AI:cnrdmgly, the CommIssion proposed
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several options to revise the pioneer's preference rules in light of its new competitive bidding
authority. These options included discounting bids by designated pioneers by some specific
amount or percentage without guaranteeing them a license or, alternatively, requiring
payment for a guaranteed license awarded to a pioneer. Review of the Pioneer's Preference
Rule§, Notice of Proposed Rule Making. ET Docket No 93-266, 8 FCC Rcd 7692 (1993)

Prior to final resolution of these issues .. Congress in 1994 enacted the legislation
discussed in your letter Specifically, Congress directed the Commission to continue the
pioneer's preference program until September 30, 1998 for pioneer's preference applications
received after September 1 1994. Uruguay Round Agreements Act, Pub .. L. No. 103-465,
Title VIII, § 801, 108 Stat. 4809, 5050 (1994). codified at 47 U.S.C. § 309(j)(13)(D)(GATT
Legislation). It also required the Commission to charge a fee for pioneer's preference
licenses issued on or after August 1, 1994. based on the winning bids for comparable
licenses. 47 U.S.C § 309(j)(13)(B), (G) While thIS was similar to the approach taken by
the Commission when It earlier assessed payments for narrowband and broadband pes
pioneer's preference licenses, it provided the CommIssion expliCIt authority to do so.
In implementing this legislation, the CommiSSIOn interpreted the statute and the continued
need to reconcile the pioneer's preference program and the use of auctions as follows

[W]e believe that competitive bidding affects our pioneer's preference
program. The GATT legislation directs us ro maintain the program until
September 30, 1998 for preference requests accepted for filing after
September 1, 1994. and we believe that temunating the program for requests
filed on or before that date·· even if desirable· would accord inconsistent
treatment to preference requests simply because of the date on which they
were submitted for filing. We do not see d valid reason (0 distinguish
preference requests on that basis Accordlllgiv. we are retaining the program
not only for pioneer's preference requests accepted for filing after
September I 1Q94 but also for Those accePted for filing on or before that
date.

*' * "

We find persuasive the argument by several commenting parties that not
requiring a pioneer's payment would be ineqUItable to other licensees and
would result in a financial advantage to certam competitors in services in
which licenses are assigned by competitive bidding. [P]roviding free
licenses to pioneers has the potential to distort the competitive bidding process
and provide pioneers with a financial advantage ·)Ver their competitors.
Further. we believe that free licenses would contribute toward an uneconomic
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allocation of the spectrum to the extent thar recipients of free licenses do not
value the spectrum as much as other bidders. especially where licenses are
highly interdependent. Finally. we believe that free licenses could result in
"unjust enrichment" to pioneers to the extent that their contributions justify
only a discounted spectrum payment. As Congress recently recognized in the
GATT legislation, payment by pioneers IS 'necessary to prevent unjust
enrichment by ensuring that the value of any such contribution justifies any
reduction in the amounts paid for comparable 1icenses" and to "recover for the
public a portion of the value of the public spectrum resource by requiring
[each pioneer's preference recipient]. as a condition for receipt of its license,
to agree to pay rfor its license] ,-

Review of the Pioneer's Preference Rules, Second Report and Order and Further Notice of
Proposed Rule Making. ET Docket No. 93-266 (1 FCC Rcd 4523 (1995) (footnote
omitted)

2. Is it appropriate to grant a "Pioneer Preference" for DARS?

Without addressing or prejudging the merits of the specific DARS pioneer's
preference requests, which are still pending adjudicative matters before the Commission a
pioneer's preference award could be granted if any of the requests meet the stringent
standards set forth in the Commission's rules and)rders These standards are described in
response to question 3. below

Section 7 of the Communications Act states that it IS the policy of the United States to
encourage the development of new technologies. The pioneer's preference rules were
adopted in furtherance of this policy. Satellite OARS would appear to qualify for the
pioneer's preference program, so long as one or more applicants have adequately
demonstrated that it was responsible for the innovations that led to development of the
service and that its proposal is technologically feaSIble and the rules ultimately adopted are
an outgrowth of the pioneer's preference proposal In addition. award of a pioneer's
preference would recover a portion of the value of the public spectrum because. pursuant to
Section 3090)(13) of the Communications Act. a pIOneer's preference grantee must pay ,1
sum calculated by incorporating the price paid for i.:omparable spectrum licensed via
competitive bidding
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3. What process has the Commission employed in considering applications for a
pioneer's preference award.

The responsibility for evaluating pioneer's preference applications rests with my office
-- the Office of Engineering and Technology (OETl OET established a panel consist.ing of
six individuals from three different Commission Bureaus and Offices to review each satellite
DARS pioneer's preference application. The panel was chaired by an OET economist who
helped write the pioneer's preference rules The other members of the panel were all

electronics engineers

The panel evaluated each of the pioneer's preference requests based on the following
criteria, in accordance with Section 1402 of the Commission's Rules: 1) the applicant must
have developed an innovative proposal that leads to the establishment of a service not
currently provided or a substantial enhancement of an existing service; 2) the applicant must
have demonstrated the technical feasibility of its proposal; and, 3) the rules adopted in a
proceeding must be a reasonable outgrowth of the applicant's proposal. The findings of the
panel were incorporated into a draft agenda Item for Commission consideration, which is
currently pending.

4. How does this process compare with whatever process the Commission
employed in granting PCS "Pioneer Preference " awards.

The process employed in evaluating satellite DARS applications was more formal than
the process used in evaluating both narrowband and broadband PCS pioneer's preference
applications. With respect to PCS, no panels were established. The Commission mostly
relied on the record developed by the pleadings and other filings submitted in support of and
in opposition to the numerous PCS pioneers preference requests filed. It also relied on the
submission of experimental license repons from the applicants and the examination of the
record by various Commission personnel

I trust that this reply is responsive (0 VClur ,oncems If you have further questions,
do not hesitate to contact me.

RIchard M. Smith
ChIef Office of Engineering and Technology
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The Honorable John 0 Dingell
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Commerce
U,S. House of Representatives
2322 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C 205 J5

Dear Congressman Dinge II

Thank you for your letter of May 15. 1996 expressing your concerns about the
possibility of a pioneer'" preference award in the satellite digital audio radio service (satellite
DARS)

I agree that any such award should comport with both the letter and the spirit of the
law. Inasmuch as your questions address adjudicatorY pioneer's preference proceedings
currently pending before the Commission, it would not be appropriate for me or the
Commission staff to comment on the merits or outcome until the full Commission has made a
final decision based on the record before l( I have asked Richard Smith. Chief of the Office
of Engineering and Technology, the Office responsible for administering the Commission's
pioneer's preference program, to respond to your inquiry without addressing the merits or
the outcome of the proceedings His letter IS attached

Again, thank VOll for conveying vour 'news on this subject

Sincerel) yours.

ENCLOSURE
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The Honorable John O. Dingell
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Commerce
U.S. House of Representatives
2322 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington. D.C 20515

Dear Congressman Dingell

Thank you for your letter of May 15. 1996 to Chairman Hundt expressing your
concerns about the possibility of a pioneer's preference award in the satellite digital audio
radio service (satellite OARS) Chairman Hundt has asked me to respond to your questions.
You ask four questions regarding the consistency of the pioneer's preference program with
use of competitive bidding procedures, the appropriateness of a satellite DARS pioneer's
preference award, the process followed by the Commission in considering applications for a
satellite DARS pioneer's preference award, and how that process compares to that used to

consider pioneer's preference requests for pes Each <;pecific question is addressed below.

1. How does the Commission reconcile a "Pioneer Preference" award program
with a license award system hased on a free market [competitive bidding}?

The Commission has reconciled its pioneer s preference program with the use of
competitive bidding by chargmg for such licenses and implementing other mechanisms tc
avoid "unjust enrichment" Thus. even in situations in which competitive bidding is
employed to assign licenses. award of a pioneers preference may be appropriate where a
pioneer meets the established criteria for demonstrating that it has made significant
contributions to the development of a new telecommunications service or technology

The process by which we reconciled our pIOneer' s preference program with
competitive bidding took place following the August 1993 enactment of legislation which first
authorized the Commission (0 assign licenses via c()mpetitive bidding. The Commission
promptly commenced a rulemaking proceeding to examme whether the pioneer's preference
rules should be repealed 10 take into account thIS new market-based, approach to assigning
licenses. The Commission stated that the pioneers preference program had been established
at an earlier time. when the Commission was limited 10 awarding licenses by random
selection and comparative hearings. The establishment of competitive bidding authority
created a new dynamIC for license assignmenr<; i\ccnrdingly the Commission proposed
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severa) options to revise the pioneer's preference rules in light of its new competitive bidding
authority. These options Included discounting bIds by designated pioneers by some specific
amount or percentage without guaranteeing them a lIcense or. alternatively, requiring
payment for a guaranteed license awarded to a pIOneer Review of the Pioneer's Preference
Rules, Notice of Proposed Rule Making, ET Docket 'J'o 93-266. 8 FCC Rcd 7692 (1 ')93)

Prior to final resolution of these issues, Congress in 1994 enacted the legislation
discussed in your letter Specifically, Congress directed the Commission to continue the
pioneer's preference program until September 30. 1998 for pioneer's preference applications
received after September L 1994. Uruguay Round Agreements Act, Pub.L No. 103-465,
Title VIII, § 801, 108 Stae 4809, 5050 (19941. codified at 47 U.S.c. § 309(j)(l3)(D)(GATT
Legislation). It also required the CommissHm to charge a fee for pioneer's preference
licenses issued on or after August 1, 1994. based on the winning bids for comparable
licenses. 47 U.S.C § 309(j)(l3)(B), (G) While this was similar to the approach taken by
the Commission when it earlier assessed payments for narrowband and broadband PCS
pioneer's preference licenses, it provided the Commission explicit authority to do so.
In implementing this legislation, the Commissum mterpreted the statute and the continued
need to reconcile the pioneer's preference program and the use of' auctions as follows

[W]e believe that competitive bidding affects our pioneer's preference
program. The GATT legislation directs us to maIntain the program until
September 30 1998 for preference requests accepted for filing after
September L 1994. and we believe that termInating the program for requests
filed on or before that date .. even if deSIrable . would accord inconsistent
treatment to preference requests simply because of the date on which they
were submitted for filing We do not see a valid reason to distinguish
preference requests on that basis. /\.ccordmgly. we are retaining the program
not only for pioneer's preference requests accepted for filing after
September 1 1994. but also for those accetned for filing on or before that
date

We find persuasive the argument by several commenting parties that not
requiring a pioneer's payment would he mequitable to other licensees and
would result in a financial advantage to certain competitors in services in
which licenses are assigned by competitIve bidding. [P]roviding free
licenses to pioneers has the potential to dIstort the competitive bidding process
and provide pioneers with a financial advantage over their competitors.
Further. we helieve that free licenses would contribute toward an uneconomic
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allocation of the spectrum to the extent that recipients of free licenses do not
value the spectrum as much as other bidders especially where licenses are
highly interdependent. Finally, we believe that free licenses could result in
"unjust enrichment" to pioneers to the extent that their contributions justify
only a discounted spectrum payment As Congress recently recognized in the
GATT legislation, payment by pioneers IS "necessary to prevent unjust
enrichment by ensuring that the value of any such contribution justifies any
reduction in the amounts paid for comparable licenses" and to "recover for the
public a portion of the value of the public spectrum resource by requiring
[each pioneer's preference recipient]. as d condition for receipt of its license,
to agree to pay !for its license]

Review of the Pioneer's Preference Rules, Second Report and Order and Further Notice of
Proposed Rule Making. ET Docket No 9J-266 )0 FCC Rcd 4523 (1995) (footnote
omitted)

2. Is it appropriate to grant a "Pioneer Preference" for DARS?

Without addressing or prejudging the ments of the specific DARS pioneer's
preference requests., which are still pending adjudicative matters before the Commission, a
pioneer's preference award could be granted if any of the requests meet the stringent
standards set forth in the Commission's rules and 1'I[(1er5 These standards are described in
response to question "3 helow

Section 7 of the Communications Act states that it is the policy of the United States to
encourage the development of new technologies The pioneer's preference rules were
adopted in furtherance of this policy _ Satellite OARS would appear to qualify for the
pioneer's preference program. so long as one or more applicants have adequately
demonstrated that it was responsible for the mnovations that led to development of the
service and that its proposal is technologically feasible and the rules ultimately adopted are
an outgrowth of the pioneer's preference proposal In addition, award of a pioneer's
preference would recover a portion of the value ,)f the public spectrum because, pursuant to
Section 3090)( 13) of the Communications Act. a pJOneer's preference grantee must pay a
sum calculated by incorporating the price pauj 1(,[ comparable spectrum licensed via
competitive bidding
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3. What process has the Commission employed in considering applications for a
pioneer's preference award.

The responsibility for evaluating pioneer'.., preference applications rests with my office
..- the Office of Engineering and Technology (OETI OET established a panel consisting of
six individuals from three different CommiSSIOn Bureaus and Offices to review each satellite
DARS pioneer's preference application. The panel was chaired by an OET economistNho
helped write the pioneer's preference rules The nther members of the panel were all
electronics engineers

The panel evaluated each of the pioneer -. s preference requests based on the following
criteria, in accordance with Section 1.402 of the Commission's Rules: 1) the applicant must
have developed an innovative proposal that leads to the establishment of a service not
currently provided or a substantial enhancement of an existing service; 2) the applicant must
have demonstrated the technical feasibility of its proposal; and. 3) the rules adopted in a
proceeding must be a reasonable outgrowth of the applicant's proposal. The findings of the
panel were incorporated into a draft agenda item for Commission consideration. which s
currently pending

4. How does this process compare with whatever process the Commission
employed in granting pes "Pioneer Preference" awards.

The process employed in evaluating satellite DARS applications was more formal than
the process used in evaluating both narrowband and broadband PCS pioneer's preferencf
applications. With respect to PCS, no panels were established. The Commission mostly
relied on the record developed by the pleadings and other filings submitted in support of and
in opposition to the numerous pes pioneers preference requests filed. It also relied on the
submission of experimental license reports from the applicants and the examination of the
record by various Commission personnel

I trust that this reply IS responsive to your .ol1cerns If you have further questions,
do not hesitate to contact me

Sincerelv yours.

Richard M Smith
ChIef i)ffjce of Engineering and Technology


